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The Crrcutar is sent to all applicants, whether they pay or not. 
It costs and is worth at least two dollars per volume. Those who 
want it and ought to have it are divisible into three classes, viz., 1, 
those who can not afford to pay two dollars; 2, those who can afford 
to pay only two dollars; and 3, those who can afford to pay more 
than two dollars. The first ought to have it free: the second ought 
to pay the cost of it; and the third ought to pay enough more than 
the cost to make up the deficiencies of the first. This is the law of 
Communism. We have no means of enforcing it, and no wish to do 
so, except by stating it and leaving it to the good sense of those con- 
cerned. We take the risk of offering the Crrcucar to all without 
price; but free subscriptions will be received only from persons 
making application for themselves, either directly or by giving express 
authority to those who apply for them. 

Foreign subscribers, excepting those residing in Canada, must 
remit with their subscriptions money to prepay the postage. 








THE UNITED COMMUNITIES. 


ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Is an association living in Lenox, Madison Co., N. Y., four miles 
south of Oneida and a few rods from the Station of the Midland 
Railroad. Number of members, 253. Land, 6oo acres. Business, 
Manufacture of Hardware and Silk goods, Printing the CrrcuLar, 
Horticulture, etc. Theology, Perfectionism. Sociology, Bible 
Communism. 


WALLINGFORD COMMUNITY. 

Branch of O. C., at Wallingford, Conn., one mile west of the 
Hartford and New Haven Railroad. Mumber of members, 47. 
Land, 280 acres. Business, Publishing, Job Printing, Manufac- 
tures, and Horticulture. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The O. C. and Branches are not ‘‘ Free Lovers,’’ in the popular 
sense of the term. They call their social system B1sLE CoMMUNISM 
or CompLex MarriaGeg, and hold to freedom of love only within 
their own families, subject to Freé Criti¢ism and the principles of 
Male C mce. In respect to per ponsibility, and 
every a point of difference betweén utanciage and licentious- 
ness, the Oneida Communists stand with marriage. Free Love with 
them does mot mean freedom to love to-day and leave to-morrow ; 
nor freedom to take a woman’s person arid keep their property to them- 
selves; nor freedom to freight a women with offspring and send her 
down stream without care or help ; nor freedom to beget children and 
leave them to the street and the poor-house. Their Communities are 
Jamilies, as distinctly bounded and d from promi so- 
ciety as ordinary households. The tie that binds them together is as 
permanent and sacred, to say the least, as that of marriage, for it is 
their religion. They receive no new members (except by deception 
or mistake), who do not give heart and hand to the family interest 
for life and forever. Community of property extends just as far as 
freedom of love. Every man’s care and every dollar of the common 
property are fledged for the maintenance and protection of the 
women and children of the C Ye 


ADMISSIONS. 


These Communities are constantly receiving applications for ad- 
mission which they have to reject. It is difficult to state in any brief 
way all their reasons for thus limiting their numbers ; but some of 
them-are“these: 1. The parent Community at Oneida is full. Its 
buildings are ted to a certain number, and it wants no more. 
2. The Wallingford Community, though it has not attained the 
normal size, has as many members as it can well accommodate, and 
must grow in numbers only as it grows in capital and buildings. 
3. The kirti of men and women who are likely to make the Commu- 
nities grow, spiritually and fi ially, are scarce, and have to be 
sifted out slowly and cautiously. It should be distinctly understood 
that these Communities are not asylums for pleasure seekers or per- 
sons who merely want a home and a living. They will receive only 
those who are very much in earnest in religion. They have already 
done their full share of labor in criticising and working over raw re- 
cruits, and intend hereafter to devote themselves to other jobs (a 
plenty of which they have on hand), receiving only such members as 
seem likely ¢6 help and not hinder their work. As candidates for 
Communisih multiply, it is obvious that they can not all settle at 
Oneida and Wallingford. Other Communities must be formed ; ‘and 
the best way for earnest disciples generally is to work and wait, till 
the Spirit of Pentecost shall come on their neighbors, and give them 














Communities right where they are. 





ONEIDA 4 COMMU 


THE INNER SUN. 


O sunshine of the heart ! 

How easy t’is to smile and be at peace 

When through the clear and ambient upper air 

The soul mounts freely to its God! Sustained, up- 
borne, 

No drags of feeling weigh me down. 

In hope at every pore, and gratitude 

And praise. Enough to take thy goodness, God, 

And in the quiet of a humble life, 

Return such incense as the full heart say. 


I drink 


INDIVIDUAL MOVEMENT. 





UGHT a person to follow out and live 

practically and at once, his ideal? See- 
ing how things should and must be, some time, 
in respect to dress, food, society, etc., should 
the individual plant himself on his concep- 
tions, isolate himself, and leave the rest of the 
world to come to him at its leisure? Or, on 
the other hand, should he conclude that noth 
ing can be done by moving alone, and so com- 
promise his convictions, and tamely consent to 
go along with existing institutions until with 
the mass he is forced to change? What is the 
law of progress? What is the duty of in- 
dividuals in the matter of practical reform? 

The truth seems to be, that one who really 
has the inspiration and commission of the 
Almighty upon him as a reformer, in making a 
forward step, carries influence enough to take 
a part of society along with him, so that he 
is not isolated and cut off from his kind. 
Christ, in his most radical innovations had his 
disciples with him, and the chain of connec- 
tion through them and through the large class 
of interested and friendly persons just outside 
of them was thus established with the whole 
mass of mankind. Hence his movement soon 
took effect throughout humanity and wrought 
immense changes. 

There is no individual “ self-perfectioneer- 
ing” that does not include the interests of so- 
ciety ; and on the other hand, society moves 
forward only by the leading impulse of far-see- 
ing and self-sacrificing individuals. 

Let every one then: measure his resources, 
and see what he can do. «If he has a call from 
God, if the matter burns within him, and he is 
conscious of an influx of sincerity from the in- 
ner world, such as will sustain him in a conflict 
with society and circumstances around him, 
then let him put in his plow and go ahead. 


He will make a track that others will follow. 


If he attempts it in a merely meddlesome or 
egotistical spirit he will soon find his mistake. 

But these things evidently follow a law of 
preparation and maturity that must be ob- 
served. There is inspiration in waiting as well 
as in working. And to those who are withheld 
from action the best advice is, Keep your ideal 
bright ; remember that you belong to the res- 
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urrection-world, and make your thoughts and 
feelings conform to that, if your outward life 
can not. “The Jerusalem which is above is 
Sree, which is the mother of us all.” And this 
mother will in due time gather all her children 
into the same freedom.—G. W. Noyes. 


A SECRET. 





EARLY a lifetime spent in the search, 

and the secret but just discovered, 
A secret well worth knowing; simple and 
available to all—and yet how few there are 
who find it. I pity myself when I think of 
the long, vain, weary years, the aching voids, 
the unutterable yearnings of my soul for— 
HAPPINESS. ‘The far-reaching desire to attain 
it; the despairing grasp at empty air; the 
ardent building of castles and images which 
vanished into nothingness ; the fruitless search- 
ing in the “halls of the gay,” or in barren lands, 
and among wildernesses for a glory which lay 
within my reach! Poor me—poor me! A 
life misspent and wasted; a seeking for rest 
and finding none. 

The wonderful secret I have learned is this: 
in one’s self exist all the component parts 
of happiness —rest —peace —quiet —content- 
ment. In that inner sanctuary, the heart, 
I find treasures unnumbered and unguessed, 
and hitherto unappreciated, because unknown. 
I turn within, and there I find God, the foun- 
tain-head and source of all exquisite sensa- 
tions’, There is no semblance of happiness 
equal te this ;‘all extermal pleasures are worth- 
less ‘in comparison. »I am-at peace. I am 
rich, I am strong. I lack in nothing. My 
cup is full; it rufmeth over. The storms 
without do not penetrate this stronghhold. I 
am protected from every blast. If temptations 
assail, and anguish enters my soul, I have but 


to shut my eyes to the outer world, and within, 


I find that which assuages my grief, and 
strengthens me for the battles of life. 

O my God! here let me thank thee for this 
great knowledge. Thou hast’ prepared boun- 
tiful tables before me—Thou hast made plans 
for my rest and joy. Iwill’ séarch to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth no more, for thy 
blessings are a thousand-fold and I can rest in 
thy love. I lay me down i peaceful sleep, 
for God—the living God—has restored my soul; 
and become the satisfier of .my heart, and 
I can trust my every desire t60°Him FOREVER 
AND FOREVER. ; eae 


Slander can not make the subject of it either 
better or worse ; it may represent us in a false light, 
or place a likeness of us in a bad one, but we are 
the same: not so the slanderer; for calumny al- 
ways makes the calumniator worse, but the calum- 
niated—never. 
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COUSINLY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Il. 


ONSIDERING the hearty earnestness 

that my cousin manifested in our late 
correspondence, I was not surprised on receiv- 
ing the following prompt rejoinder : 


, Cv., Mo., Nov. 26, 1874. 
Dear Cousin :—To say that I was intense- 
ly interested does not fairly express the feelings 
which attended the reading of your answer to 
my letter. Bear in mind that I have absolutely 
no associates who sympathize with me in my 
erratic ways of thinking, so that when I sud- 
denly realize that there is one spot on earth 
where the interests of society and the interests 
of the individual are completely harmonious, 
and knowing that with one individual, at least, 
all those brooding doubts respecting his duty, 
would be utterly dispelled—it is enough to 


make me cry 
**O that I had wings like a dove ! 
I would fly away and be at rest.’’ 


But a truce to such rhapsodies. The simple 
truth is, there are many questions that I wish 
to ask you, each one of which seems more im- 
portant than all the rest. After giving myself 
a lecture on patience and politeness, I sit down 
to write with the hope of making some rational 
inquiries that will show you that I am still in 
possession of my reason. 

In the first place, if it is true that you have 
made the grand discovery by which all these 
societary antagonisms are reconciled, and in 
your Community each can labor for all, and all 
for each,‘why in the name of common sense 
have you not made a bigger noise about it in 
the world? It seems to me that if I had di- 
rected the councils of your enterprise, and had 
seen twenty-six years Of salvation from social 
anarchy, I would by this time have had forty 
Communities going ahead on “the full tide of 
successful experiment,” instead of only one or 
two of moderate size. 

In the second place, with all the hard labor 
of the geniuses as well as of the practical hard- 
heads of past generations, why is it that man 
kind has gone on suffering from the unnum 
bered evils that ever follow in the train of An 
antagonistic and selfish society, without once 
finding the doorway of escape, that you have 
so fortunately discovered, and so easily slipped 
through? And pardon me, dear cousin, but is 
it not somewhat selfish in your little band to 
find a way of avoiding the host of evils that 
afflict the great mass of your fellow creatures, 
and to shut yourselves away from them in a 
little heaven of your own, without making 
more of an effort to show them the way out of 
their troubles? 

You see that I speak with frankness, relying 
much on your patience and good nature. If | 
show remarkable ignorance of your Community 
and of whatever else is going on in the world 
in the line of social improvement, it is because 
I have until recently been such a close school- 
student. ‘here are no professors of sociology 
in the schools that I attended. More is the 
pity. 

Upon more reflection I have concluded that 
I will not trouble you with any further questions 
in this letter, except to ask if you have not 
some publications that will enlighten me on all 
necessary points in regard to your beliefs and 
practices. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am, as ever, 
your loving cousin. A. J. H. 





ANSWER. 
O. C., Nov. 31, 1874. 
Dear Cousin :—I was glad to receive such 
a friendly letter from you, because it gives me 
more freedom to answer it in the same spirit. 
I can sympathize with the philanthropic mo- 
tive that causes you to rejoice over the discov- 





ery of a door of escape from the curses of an- 
tagonistic society. But in your superabundant 
enthusiasm you make the mistake of supposing 
that we by some lucky chance found the gates 
of heaven unlocked, and while St. Peter’s back 
was turned, incontinently slipped in, and are 
henceforth happy forevermore. Not so, cousin. 

We have had a long and perilous journey 
through the wilderness, and since we have 
reached “ Canaan’s happy shore,” we have had 
many severe battles with the Canaanites and 
the Hittites, and the Hivites and the Perizzites, 
and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and 
the Jebusites, and we are by no means sure 
that our fighting days are yet over. 


But getting off from my metaphorical stilts, 
there are just two propositions that I should 
like to demonstrate to you. If I can convince 
you that they are true, I think that with the 
help of the publications which I intend to send, 
I shall dam the deluge of questions with which 
you threaten me, and at the same time help 
you to a reconciliation with the position in 
which Providence has placed you, while it 
may, perhaps, help to make plain the path of 
duty before you. 

My first proposition is, that Communism re- 
quires a higher standard of morality in.its mem- 
bers than does isolated society. 

A little reflection must convince you that a 
body of men and women standing in the inti- 
mate relations of Community of property, can 
not tolerate the amount of selfishness and dis- 
honesty in money matters that prevail in the 
world. In such a society the loss by a large 
number of persons from fraud or defalcation 
on the part of a single individual, would be 
much greater than in ordinary society. The 
whole body being in great measure concerned 
in, and represented by the honesty of each in- 
dividual, it follows that the interests of all are 
to a great extent at the mercy of the individual. 
If to the individual is permitted the superior 
enjoyments of the Community’s wealth, then 
he is under the strongest obligations to serve 
the Community with the most perfect honesty, 
both in dealing with the outside world and with 
his fellow members. 

The same principle holds in the relations of 
the sexes. The selfishness, oppression and 
corruption that are carried on under the cover 
of ordinary marriage (which by the way is of 
late becoming sadly tattered and torn), would 
be absolute ruin to a people bound together 
by the tie of comp/ex marriage. So I might go 
on and show the necessity of a high grade of 
attainment in all the virtues on the part of a 
Communist, as compared with a member of or- 
dinary society. But your own good sense will 
enable you to follow out this chain of reasoning. 

This proposition being admitted you will at 
once perceive the necessity of people becom- 
ing in some sense ferfectionists before they may 
hope to become successful Communists. Hence 
the appropriateness of the tract on Salvation 
from Sin that I send you. 

To tell you the truth, cousin, now that I 
have a willing listener, I am tempted to go on 
under the above head to fifthly and sixthly 
and even to sixteenthly, but calling to mind 
the decent limits of a letter, I will proceed at 


~ 





once to my second proposition, which is that, 
The antagonism and isolation of society, together 
with the poverty and all the manifold evils that 
attend it, are the outgrowth of the sins or of the 
imperfection of its members, and are therefore in- 
evitable so long as sin or imperfection exists. 

Take avery common case for illustration. 
Here is Joe Hodge, a poor man who gets 
drunk on every possible occasion, and is con- 
strained by his poverty to work hard at the 
most disagreeable kind of labor while he is 
sober. You pity the poor man and in the exu- 
berance of your benevolence, wish him in 
better circumstances. But on reflection you 
perceive at once that a little more leisure and 
a little more cash to help him to improve, 
would mean to him a good deal more idleness 
and a good deal more drunkeness. No! It 
wiil never do to try to build up a new society 
out of such poor material as Joe Hodge. 
The way to help him is to save him from his 
sins. Perhaps it will require a miracle to do 
this. Itis none the less true, however, that 
nothing else will doit. In the mean time as 
we do not wish to have all of our life and sym- 
pathy wasted over such cases as those of 
Joe Hodge, let us look sharp and see if there 
is not matter for thankfulness even in respect 
to his case. If he is drunk about one-fourth 
of the time, what is it that prevents his being 
drunk all of the time? Simply his poverty. 
Is not poverty then something to be thankful 
for? Moreover, the hard and disagreeable 
labor that Joe performs adds a certain amount 
to the sum total of wealth existing in the 
world which some body will enjoy. The 
thankful chicken will diligently pick up all 
these crumbs of comfort. 

Consider a thousand other cases drawn from 
examples not so far down in the social scale, 
and you will invariably find that many of the 
evils that people suffer are only the whips and 
scourges that Providence uses for the purpose 


of maintaining a comparative degree of virtue,: 


and that salvation from the results of sin with- 
out salvation from sin itself, would be a calamity. 


So don’t let your gazing at the evils of so- 
ciety make you savage and unbelieving in the 
good providence of God. Let it rather stir 
you up to the hatefulness of sin, and to look- 
ing around for the way to get yourself and 
neighbors clear of it. 

If you would like another sermon on the 
same or kindred texts, write me more of your 
pleasant letters. Your loving cousin, 

‘3.4 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





Freeport, [ll., Fan. 24, 1874. 

DEAR CIRCULAR:—I intended to have written 
to you before the close of the last year to express 
to you how much I prize the weekly visits of the 
CIRCULAR. It is a continual reminder to me of 
how much I am indebted to you and Mr. Noyes for 
valuable aid in arriving at something of a true 
appreciation of Jesus Christ and his gospel. Al- 
though I have seasons of great sorrow and sadness, 
I can say with my whole heart that Christ is the 
same yesterday, to-day and forever, and)I find him 
within me a living power to save. When passing 
through fiery trials and deep waters, he has thus 
far proved a Deliverer, a Prince and Savior. 

I often long for personal interviews with you and 
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desire to see you face to face. I am more trustful 
now that you regard me as a brother in the Lord, 
not without faults but to be saved from faults. I 
have long desired your love, and have sometimes 
doubted whether I had it, but I trust in Christ (if 
not already) that I shall prove my undying love 
for you and for the truth. Notwithstanding my 
faults I feel my heart is true and 1 shall yet 
enjoy the continual expression of the love of God 
in Christ Jesus, and we shall all rejoice together. 

How often I think of our dear brother Geo. W. 
Noyes. I am refreshed from time to time with the 
republication of his old communications. My 
heart goes out to him very often. I hope to grow 
up into all the fulness of God in Christ Jesus, and 
to codperate with you in all ways in your labor of 
love. I enclose $5.00 to aid you in sending the 
CIRCULAR where it is needed and to those who 
want it. 

May the spirit of truth open the eyes of the 
people to see the beauty and holiness of a life 
freed from self-worship. As for that poor, blind 
and ignorant Synod they know not what they 
are doing in fighting you—but God will take care of 
you and them, and they can go no farther than he 
permits. I used to be as zealous and faithful a 
Presbyterian as any one of them, until it pleased 
God to open my eyes, and I began to learn the 
truth as it is in Christ. With much love for you 
all, Yours truly L. W. G. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY. 





From the Fulton Times. 

On the first page of this paper will be found a docu- 
ment which has been variously denominated, owing, 
doubtless to the fact of it having been sent into the 
world without a name by its projectors. By common 
consent it is called a report ; and calling to our aid some 
previous publications having reference to this matter, 
we are justified in characterizing the document as the 


Report of a Committee consisting of Theo. W. Dwight, . 


the Hon. John C. Churchill of Oswego, Judge Lord of 
Utica, Daniel Hall, Prof. J. W. Mears of Hamilton 
College, the Rev. Mr. Jessup and Dr. Striker, appointed 
by the Utica Synod at the session of 1873, “to confer 
with otber religious bodies on the expediency of taking 
some action relative to the Oneida Community.” 

We must ask the reader, as he peruses the Report, to 
keep in mind this staterent of the functions and scope 
of the Committee ; and if he does this we think—if he 
is careful and unprejudiced—he will discover that this 
pretentious “ Report” is not the result of investigation 
of Community customs, nor of a “ conference with other 
religious bodies ;” but thatit is simply an essay giving ex- 
pression to the sentiments of the Committee on the sub- 
ject, or, more correctly, of the particular member of the 
Committee who penned it; and lastly, that the docu- 
ment is not authenticated by the signatures of the mem- 
bers of the Committee, nor of any portion of them. These 
discrepancies and omissions are significant as indicating 
at least two things—first, That the Committee had not 
sufficient confidence in the legitimacy of its mission to 


* nerve it to perform its work thoroughly ; and second, 


a 


N6t sufficient confidence in the legitimacy of its Report 
to make it willing to acknowledge the paternity of the 
document. If the Committee has any mitigating cir- 
cumstances to account for its delinquencies, they are 
not stated. r 

Although not a member of any “ religious body ” such 
as is contemplated in this “ Report,” we nevertheless 
recognize candor, and fairness, and charity as among the 
prominent Christian virtues, and sincerely regret that 
they are not more prominently exhibited in the docu- 
ment under consideration. If we seem, by force of cir- 
cumstances, to become the champion of the Commu- 
nity on this occasion, it is more from a conviction that 
its policy represents growth, progress, faith in human 
nature and in the saving power of development, rather 
than from any specific knowledge we have of its theo- 
ries or practices. 

As we have said, the Committee’s Report is more an 
essay thanareport. It is a vehicle of impressions and 
sentiments rather than of facts ; when upon facts alone 





can a safe decision be based. It is a vehicle of invec- 
tive rather than of argument. Its statements are gen- 
eral and denunciatory, evidently because its conclusions 
were made up in advance. We hazard the prediction 
that the appointment of the Committee was sought for 
the purpose of affording an offortunity for expressing 
the sentiments contained in the Report, rather than as 
furnishing authority for investigations upon which to 
base a Report. 

The first assumption in the Report, that the Commu- 
nity “is in open hostility to the foundations of social 
order,” is repeatedly and succesfully contradicted by the 
report itself; for it is declared therein to be “well or- 
ganized, prosperous, and with growing relations to the 
surrounding community. For over a quarter of a cen- 
tury it has maintained itself undisturbed.” 

It is “successful” in its “business arrangements,” 
say the Committee. 

“By their thrift, their industry, their activity, they 
have vastly improved, not only the large farm which they 
occupy but the neighborhood generally has risen in 
prosperity. Land is more valuable. The poor have 
employment. Considerable transactions in articles pro- 
duced by the Community give stir and life to an other- 
wise very quiet region. The Community does good 
work, and has an excellent business reputation.” 

Again, the “Oneida Community has actually raised 
up a large and influential circle of friends, a constituency, 
they might almost be called, who are prepared to do 
battle for it when assailed on the ground of immorality. 
Respectable and religious people are found who depre- 
cate any interference with the concern.” 

Still another quotation from the Report: “The news- 
paper press of the State has come to observe a policy of 
profound silence, varied rather by favorable intimations 
and outgivings, than by the contrary. In some cases 
they have actively espoused the cause of the Community. 
The announcement that this Synod had expressed an 
opinion and appointed a committee of inquiry on the 
subject, drew forth a number of newspaper articles, 
which, with a single known exception, were more com- 
plimentary to the Community than to the Synod itself.” ’ 

Surely the Community will not—and the Committee in 
respect for its good sense and fairness can not—pretend 
that an institution characterized by so many virtues and 
sustained and defended by so much respectability, relig- 
ion and intelligence, is ‘in open hostility to the founda- 
tions of social order.” The proposition is absurd and 
false. Either the “ open hostility” does not exist, or the 
“industry,” the “thrift,” the “excellent business reputa- 
tion,” the friendship of respectable and religious people, 
and the complimentary expressions of the press do not 
exist. As the Committee has not shown in this case, so 
we challenge it to show in any other, ancient or modern 
in history or experience, where two active antagonisms 
of the character stated exist together, in accordance 
with the terms laid down in this Report. 

A foul and corrupt fountain can not send send forth a 
stream so clean and thrifty, respectable and peaceful as 
is here described ; and it is doubtless equally true that 
a prejudiced mind, even if it be in a Doctor of Divin- 
ity, can not send forth a fair, consistent, and strictly truth- 
ful report. 

Another charge which the Committee brings is that 
the Community professes to live a life of holiness on all 


‘the days of the week, and hence have no Sabbath, no min- 


istry, and no religious ordinances. It is a singular com- 
plaint, coming from professing Christians, that a people 
profess to live holy on all the days of the week instead 
of one, and are thus without a particular day on which 
to be particularly holy—that all their discourses and 
conversations are sermons and all their acts observances 
of religious ordinances! Is it true and candid, Gentle- 
man of the Committee, that a people are censurable 
because they refrain on a// the days of the week from 
acts which they would consider sinful on the day which 
you hold especially sacred? Is it reprehensible in a 
people to strive to glorify God according to the dictates 
of their own consciences on all the days of the week ? 
In your judgment does the sinfulness of an act depend 
upon the day of the week on which it is done? 

The practice of the Community of holding all prop- 
erty in common is denounced by the Committee. Of 
course a strict construction of the Committee’s require- 
ments would prevent associated effort in any direction, 
and restrict all business operation to individuals. 

But it is evident, notwithstanding the Committee’s 
spasmodic references to other topics, that the burden of 
the Report is aimed at the Community’s views of the 
relations of the sexes. This is a delicate subject—in 
fact too delicate to be treated in the obscure, ambiguous, 





and unsatisfactory way the Committee has chosen. We 
don’t quite know what these views are ; we don’t know 
from the Report, quite what is condemned. We are 
sorry to believe, either that the Committee did not un- 
derstand what it was talking about or was not willing 
to communicate that understanding to its readers. Can 
a Committee of Christian men justly denounce what it 
does not understand; or can it justly withhold from 
others the evidence upon which it expects others to de- 
nounce? While awaiting the Committee’s response we 
will assume, judging by the fruits, that whatever these 
views are they are not “in open hostility to the founda- 
tions of social order;” and have had no hurtful effect 
upon the surrounding community. Indeed, we do not 
learn from the Report that the peculiar theories and 
practices of the Community have had deleterious in- 
fluence upon any thing but the imaginations of the 
Committee. 

We feel, Gentlemen of the Committee, in concluding 
this too long and yet fearfully incomplete reference to 
your Report, that you made a sad mistake when you de- 
termined tu take up this subject. If the sentiment of 
the public most nearly interested did not demand your 
interference—as you concede it did not—then you should 
have let it pass unmolested. The Community may not 
be an institution that you or we would establish, and yet 
it may be one that you and we had better let alone even 
if we do not approve its principles. It is frequently 
demonstrated that what one or another good man does 
not endorse is nevertheless so nearly unobjectionable 
that the world doesn’t think it best to disturb it. You 
claim the right to manage your own families on your 
own plans. The Community is not more ostentatious 
in this respect than you are. Its members have not 
gone to Utica, to Oswego, nor to Clinton to inquire into 
your jmethods, ‘and seek to change them, and failing in 
this, denounce them in Synods and in the public prints. 
So far as its own desire and preference go the Commu- 
nity is a private family—worshiping in its own way, de- 
voted to its peculiar creed, and sincere in, and faithful 
to its convictions. It meddles with nobody else’s 
While it doubtless is 
pleased to see its principles take root and grow and 
flourish, it does not push them offensively nor even 
unsolicited upon the attention of individuals nor the 
public. {It is as thoroughly in earnest in its religion 
and morals as in its business. It guards the rights o¢ 
its members as zealously, and exacts of them as strict 
conformity to established usages as does any family or 
church. In its business it is scrupulously honest and 
conscientious, not simply from policy but from principle. 


creeds, forms or convictions. 


The members of the Community are clean and neat 
in habits and apparel ; courteous and polite in demean- 
or; friendly and obliging in their intercourse with 
strangers ; and they submit to the many, and often im- 
pertinent and silly questions that are propounded, with 
a degree of patience and calmness possible only in the 
higher development of Christian feeling. To say that 
*“‘ mischiefs,” and “ glaring immoralities,” and “ world- 
wide infamy” hide themselves beneath such disguises 
as these—consistently worn and regularly maintained 
for a quarter of a century and not detected by those 
who have known the Community best and longest, is to 
say that there is no frankness, no honesty, no conscience 
in the world, 


We ask—with not much faith that the question will 
be answered—Have Prof. Mears and the Committee 
fairly observed the Golden Rule in their Report on the 
Oneida Community ? 


The London Weekly Times, gives this further 
account of the “Shakers in the New Forest:” 


“ Mr. COWPER-TEMPLE, in a letter to a contem- 
porary, says that the pitiable condition of the 
Shakers in the New Forest is traceable to the cruel 
illegalities committed in the name of the law. 
From excessive good nature in receiving a larger 
number of women and children than they could 
support, the Shakers failed to pay the interest on a 
mortgage. For this debt of £25 two valuable 
horses and three cows, worth more than £200, 
were seized, and sold by auction for £135. The 
balance due to them has not been given to them, 
nor any account rendered, though it is true that re- 
cently, and nearly seven months after the execu- 
tion, an offer was made to one of the Shakers of 
£70—an amount less than that which is due to 
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them. The loss of their cows and horses increas- 
ed their difficulty in meeting the next payment of 
interest, and in their ignorance of legal proceed- 
ings, the Shakers imagined that the balance retain- 
ed bythe sheriff’s officer must have been applied 
to the accruing interest. The mortgage was fore- 
closed, and one hundred and forty persons, of 
whom a majority were women and children were 
evicted. Their furniture was thrown, by those who 
acted under the orders of the sheriff, on the high 
road and neighboring fields, and, to a great extent, 
was damaged and destroyed. The Shakers had to 
pass a frosty night under the hedges in a snow- 
storm, and they must have perished from the cold 
of the last fortnight but for the shelter of the barns 
of Mr. Beasley and Mr. Auberon Herbert. Their 
house and land, worth £2,000, which had cost them, 
inclusive of additions, more than £3,000 were sold 
immediately at auction for £1,350. Their eccen- 
tricities and strange opinions, Mr. Cowper-Temple 
adds, could not justify the harsh treatment they 
have received. They are pure in morals, and anx- 
ious to do what they believe to be right, but are 
ignorant of law and inexperienced in business. In 
the hope of removing this scandal from the execu- 
tion of the law they have been put into communi- 
cation with an able solicitor, who will take steps to 
obtain for them such redress as the law may 
provide.” 





ONEIDA CIRCULAR. 


Harriet M. WorpDeEN, EDITOR. 








MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1875. 


Mr. Noyes’s book of Home-Talks will no doubt 
be most heartily welcomed by the clergy of all de- 
nominations, in every English-speaking country. 
Being composed of some one hundred original 
and pungent essays on various religious subjects, it 
will furnish just the material for new and powerful 
sermons. Perhaps it will avoid the traditional 
necessity of exchanging old ones. These Home- 
Talks are free from sectarian bias, and are therefore 
equally available to Methodists, Baptists, Presbyter- 
ians, Episcopalians, and every other church. They 
discuss interior truths without reference to external 
forms of worship, and they teach people how to 
apply their religion in their daily lives. 


The “Report” of the Presbyterian Synod on the 
Oneida Community, to which we made brief allu- 
_ sion some time since, seems to resemble the Cardiff 
Giant in that it keeps on traveling about the coun- 
try, notwithstanding the depressing effect on the 
public confidence caused by the knowledge of its 
origin and antecedents. We judge, however, that 
so far as it does succeed in attracting attention it 
may do good. It has already drawn out some most 
excellent editorial comments in those papers which 
have published it. We give in another column a 
criticism of the “Report” taken from The Fulton 
Times, which may serve as a model for any one else 
who desires to review the subject. The unly ob- 
jection which can be urged against the 77zmes edi- 
torial is that it somewhat distorts the anticipated 
effect of the “ Report” itself. But this being the 
result of a logical argument drawn from facts, can 
not fairly be raised as an objection. The ‘ Report” 
must take its chances as it travels. 


One of the Eddy brothers of Chittenden, Vt., 
recently challenged Dr. George M. Beard, in the 
sum of $1000 a side, to come to their house and 
test the spirit manifestations. If the Doctor could 
prove the performance to be the result of trickery, 
he was to have the $2000, but if he failed to do so 
the Eddy’s were to have it. 

This proposition Dr. Beard declines, which is to 
be regretted ; for it was apparently a fair offer of an 
Opportunity to impose any reasonable tests and 





possibly to find out the truth of the matter. The 
Doctor’s refusal is all the more unsatisfactory from 
his having made such loud professions of his en- 
tire ability to expose the fraud. 

The Graphic says: 

“It is really a pity that Dr. Beard did not accept the 
challenge of the Eddy brothers. He has already assert- 
ed not only that the Eddys are cheats but that they are 
very clumsy cheats. Now there ought to be no difficulty 
in detecting and exposing clumsy trickery. Were Dr. 
Beard to conclusively show that the Eddys’ so-called 
spiritual manifestations are impostures, he would strike 
a heavier blow at Spiritualism than it has yet received. 
There is no good reason to assert that the challenge was 
not a fair one, and there will be a general feeling of re- 
gret that Dr. Beard, by declining to accept it, has 
strengthened the belief in “ materializations.” 


THE EXTREMIST AND THE IGNO- 
RAMUS. 





‘*When the Lord wants any thing done in this world, he makes 
somebody wrong-headed in the right direction.’’—O/d Saw. 


N the columns of the Daily Graphic, some two 
or three weeks ago, there was a spicy article 

entitled “‘ Over-Exercise.” Therein the American 
people are administered a dose of good-natured, 
but pointed, criticism. The intemperate eagerness 
with which Grahamism, hydropathy, gymnastic 
training, the exercise cure, etc., etc., have been 
preached and practiced by thousands of people 
within the last decade, is humorously dwelt upon. 
The basis of these different zswzs, pathys, and the 
like, is generally wise, and good ; but, sweeping over 
thecountry with all the fury of contagious fevers, they 
have oftentimes been the cause of much evil, and 
many disasters. It is this abuse of a good princi- 
ple by the extremists who aclvocate it, and induce 
others to practice it, that 7/e Graphic criticises so 
pertinently. 

The reason why the wise and rational health-re- 
forms of the present day, should lead to such bad 
results in a vast number of cases, is not, I think, 
hinted at in the above-mentioned article. I am in- 
clined to think that the fault lies, not so much in 
the extreme zeal of the propounders of these 
theories, as in the ignorance of those who try to 
practice them. To be sure, there is much to be 
said about the way in which the supporters of cer- 
tain hygienic dogmas advocate their doctrines ; 
their extreme bias leading them to introduce the 
subject on many unfit occasions, while they inva- 
riably point a moral to the effect that if their reforms 
are not adopted, the universe will ere long, go to 
“wreck and ruin.” 

But Iam not going to be classed with those 
who turn a cold, and contemptuous shoulder on all 
health-reforms and reformers ; nor with those who 
are dreadfully bored when any one discourses with 
them “hobby-horsically,” on such subjects as diet, 
hygiene, or the like ; I assure you that my respect 
for them always holds its own in the balance with 
my weariness. If need be, I piece out my patience 
with the thought that they are benevolent mission- 
aries seeking to benefit the race; their ideas are 
ahead of the age; and so on. Perhaps I some- 
times think their enthusiasm a little wild. I imagine 
they themselves will now and then plead “guilty ” 
to the “soft impeachment.” What of that? If I 
investigate the matter, I always find they have a 
deal of truth in hand that I am bound to respect. 
Then, too, I find, that the trouble their detractors 
complain of, arises very generally from a misap- 
plication of these truths. 


As I said before, here is where a lion’s share of 
the blame attaching to certain health-reforms, is 
due—to the ignorance of those who try to practice 
them. This is true, as a rule, of all reforms; and 
perhaps, especially so, of reforms relating to the 


treatment of the body, such as those under dis- 
cussion. 

Why this ignorance ? 

I answer, Because of the errors in the whole 
warp and woof of the prevailing systems of educa- 
tion. 

Perhaps you call this a very audacious criticism. 
But let me ask a few questions. How many of the 
men and women of average education in your ac- 
quaintance, have more than a vague idea of the 
whereabouts of the liver, spleen, kidneys and the 
other internal organs of their bodies, much less-an 
accurate knowledge of the active functions of, not 
only these, but the heart, lungs, stomach and the 
various glands, muscles, nerves, ganglia, etc., etc., 
of the body? Again, how many of these acquaint- 
ances have a chemical knowledge of the component 
parts of their bodies, of the food they eat, of the 
water they drink, of the air they breathe, or of the 
earth they walk upon, much less of the subtile 
action and redction of al] these upon one another, 
making the best possible conditions for “life, health, 
and the pursuit of happiness?” How many are 
there of your acquaintances while they would 
be ashamed to be thought ignorant of the date of 
the battle of Hastings, of the discovery of Ameri- 
ca, of the settlement of Jamestown and the landing 
of the Pilgrims, or of the names and career of Ly- 
curgus, Pericles, Alexander, Nero, Richard I., 
Frederick II., Napoleon I., and many others, or 
even of the fabled exploits of the divinities and 
heroes of heathen Greece, and the scandals and 
adventures connected with the elopement of a tra- 
ditional queen of Lacedzemon with the prince of a 
city whose site, if it ever existed, is now a subject of 
dispute, yet who will most unblushingly acknowl- 
edge themselves ignorant of the operations of the 
stomach and bowels, of the action of the waves of 
sound on the tympanum, of light upon the eye, 
or indeed of the commonest facts and laws of an- 
atomy, physiology, optics, acoustics and chemistry ? 

One of the philosophers of the age, classifies 
the different branches of education according to 
their rational order of subordination, thus : 

1. That education which prepares for direct self- 
preservation. 

2. That which prepares for indirect self-preser- 
vation. 

3. That which prepares for parent-hood. 

4. That which prepares for citizenship. 

5. That which prepares for the miscellaneous re- 
finements of life. 

His ideal education maintains “a due propor- 
tion between the degrees of preparation in each” 
of these branches. 

A reflective person will readily see how much 
attention to those forms of education that stimu- 
late the activities which “belong to the leisure 
part of life, devoted to the gratification of the tastes 
and feelings,” has encroached on those forms 
which develop the activities directly or indirectly 
ministering to self-preservation. The signs of the 
times are that the current is turning. In a few 
decades we expect to see education organized and 
conducted more in accordance with the laws of com- 
mon sense, and the normal development of life, than 





heretofore. As things have been, and are, however, 
| any one introducing theories which, to be practiced 
| wisely by individuals, necessitates a knowledge of 
| some of the simplest laws of biology, must expect 

in the majority of cases to have their doctrines 
| abused and disgraced, through ignorance, by their 
followers. Such is often the fate of the most well- 
intentioned benefactors of the race. 

An educated friend of mine, who has a quiet 
vein of humor in his make-up, not long since, 
while telling me his experience in introducing into 
his family certain new fixtures and customs condu- 
cive to health, said that some of the members of 
l his family were so ignorant of physiology that they 
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really didn’t seem able to exercise common sense 
in the applying of hygienic rules to their individ- 
ual cases. “Their behavior sometimes reminds 
me,” said he, with a twinkle in his eye, “of the 
story so pathetically told by Artemus Ward, of the 
robber, who was imprisoned in a cell for sixteen 
years without any thing to eat or drink. At the 
end of this term a bright idea occurred to him—Ae 
opened the window and got out.” 


For several thousand years it has been the divine 
plan that thg soul be incarnated in the human 
form. We have good reason to believe that 
this will be the plan for some thousands of years 
to come. Neither is this considered a low 
stage of evolution. The Apostle Paul once said 
to his followers, 

“Know ye not that your dodies are members of 
Christ? ... What! know ye not that your Jody is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? 
... Therefore glorify God in your dodies . . . which 
are God’s.” 

A body unscientifically managed must in some 
degree hinder the spirit in its development. Body 
and spirit are both to be pitied, when the aim of 
each is not to glorify God, and live up to their 
highest privileges, but to unintelligently follow and 
gratify the impulse of the moment. Yet one 
mostly pities the spirit thus enthralled. Ina few 
score years, the body may be mingled with the dust of 
the field, and be no more ; but the soul, still devel- 
oping amid the infinite, hardly can we imagine its 
regrets at the misused opportunities of its in- 
carnation. 

We wait to see the extremist and the ignora- 
mus meet on more common ground : the extremist, 
while teaching the needs and best managment of 
the body, still not making this the Alpha and Ome- 
ga of life, but ever keeping in mind the idea that 
the health of the spirit is of the most vital import- 
ance; the ignoramus no longer scorning knowl- 
edge of that which is near and essential to his 
welfare, but learning well the laws that govern his 
“earthly tenement ” (though it can not always he 
said of him, that, while neglecting useful knowledge 
as regards his body, he has stored his mind with 
any more usefui knowledge concerning his spirit, 
so true it is that he that is faithful in little things 
is more apt to be faithful in great), and withal be- 
having with more modesty and consideration to- 
ward the extremist, recognizing the fact that the 
intensity of the latter’s zeal is often made necessary 
by the dullards met with on the way. 

Then cometh a change. A. E. H. 





HOME ITEMS. 





ONEIDA. 


WE are happy to acknowledge the receipt of half 
a barrel of pecan nuts from our friend, Hiram Close, 
of Galveston, Texas. : 


ROSWELL and Mr. Thayer planted the first to- 
mato seeds on Feb. Ist, in the new forcing-house. 
The heating of the house which is by means of 
hot water is very satisfactory. It costs a little over 
one cent an hour for coal, and perhaps half as 
much more for labor. 

M. H. KINSLEY was in Oswego a few days ago 
purchasing feed for our cattle, when a friend told 
him that owing to the lowness of the water in the 
lake, one of the vessels lying ice-bound in the 
harbor, had pounded against the stones on the lake 
bottom and sprung a leak, in consequence of which 
the wheat with which she was loaded was damaged. 
M. at once went down to the wharf and finding 
that the grain had been wet but four days, bought 
820 bushels, at about half-price. On account of 
its being swollen by the water he received five 





pecks to the bushel. It was sent home, and dried 
in the old hop-kiln so thoroughly, that a bushel 
weighed six pounds less than in its ordinary con- 
dition. It is ground and mixed with meal for 
feeding. 


WE visited the school the other day by in- 
vitation, to hear the children “speak their 
pieces.” Mr. Warne, the teacher, has just started 
this elocutionary drill, and of course there has 
been hardly time for any oratorical genius to de- 
velop itself. The speakers range in age from 
seven-year-old Deming to Wilfred, aged thirteen. 
Their “pieces” were simple poems as “ What I 
live for,” “A good time Coming,” “ The song of 
the Grass,” etc. The little girls, we noticed 
generally had their verses more carefully com- 
mitted than the boys, but their delivery was 
hardly as good, owing to greater embarrassment. 
[he general fault, and the one Mr. W. strove 
hardest to correct was their rapidity of delivery. 
The speed with which Harry K. who recited 
Holmes’s immortal poem, ‘ Old Ironsides,” struck 
into the opening stanza 


** Ay, tear her tattered ensign down, 
Long has it waved on high,” 


was something marvelous. Even in childhood we 
find deeply implanted that impulse of which Hans 
Breitmann says : 


**O mordal man! Vy ish id, dow 
Hast passion to go vast? 

Vy ish id dat de tog und horse 
Likes shbeed too quick to last ? 
De pugs, de pirds, de pumple-pees, 
Und all dat ish, ’twould seem, 
Ish nefer hoppy boot, exsept 

When pilin on de shteam.”’ 


Monday, Feb. 1.—This evening as the family 
were assembled in the Hall listening to the reading 
of Mark Twain’s book entitled ‘‘ Roughing It,” we 
were suddenly startled by the sound of the steain 
whistle. All looked up in amazement—each looked 
at his neighbor apprehensively. 

What could be the matter ? 

The whistle continued to blow loud and long— 
on and on it sounded, till we wondered when it 
would cease. Two or three of the men started to 
their feet and ran to the boiler room. In another 
moment all had left their seats and were starting 
for the doors. The fear that some of our buildings 
were on fire had taken possession of us. One 
woman said she smelled smoke. 


But just as most of us had reached the vestibule 
stairs, a herald assured us that the cause of all the 
sensation was, that the whistle had frozen, and the 
boiler man had gone on to the roof with hot water 
to thaw it out. As soon as the frost gave way, it 
begun sounding, and continued to do so until the 
man returned to the boiler room, and could stop it. 

Our fears were allayed. We returned to the 
Hall, and Mr. Underwood resumed his reading. 

In the meeting which followed, our fire warden 
said he thought we should guard against such false 
alarms, and that we ought to have a particular signal 
in case of fire, which no one could misunderstand. 


WOULD-BE philosophers are fond of classifying 
humanity according to race, nationality, color, re- 
ligion, politics, stature, temperament, and a thou- 
sand other things, all old and uninteresting. The 
newest and most striking method of discriminating 
between the individuals of our kind is that hinted 
at in the following humorous “appeal,” lately read 
in our evening meeting, which would classify man- 
kind into those who bear the surname Syzith, and 
those who do not: 

“TO THE COMMUNITY. 
An appeal for Relief. 

“WE, the undersigned, having by some perverse 
chance, but without any choice or fault of our own, 
inherited the patronymic Smith, whereby we fre- 
quently find ourselves greatly inconvenienced and 





embarrassed on account of the partial loss of iden- 
tity resulting, do respectfully ask your attention to 
the following statement of our case, and humbly 
implore immediate relief. 

“Tt is well understood that the object in bestowing 
names on individuals at their birth is that they may 
thereafter be readily distinguished from their fel- 
lows and properly identified when absent. That 
we should be able to do this is a matter of daily 
necessity, and it is evident that that person is best 
named who is most readily distinguished by means 
of his cognomen. If we could each have a differ- 
ent name one name would answer for one person 
and all would be well ; but the fertility of humanity 
is such that there are many more people in the 
world than there are available names. Hence we 
are compelled to use a combination of two, three, 
or four names to properly identify one another. 

“ Having these principles well in mind, look now 
at the miserable condition of your petitioners. We 
inherited as we have said, the surname Smith, 
which though it may serve to c/assify us by grouping 
us with the large minority of humans who are rend- 
ered personally indistinct and obscure by means of 
it, can not édentify us in any important sense. Of 
what use then is Syzth as a proper name, when it 
is common to so many? While we were boys and 
were known as ‘Frank’ and ‘Edson,’ we were 
but little troubled by the superfluous ‘Sith; 
but now that we are somewhat advanced in life, peo- 
ple address and try to designate us by the more 
dignified but far less certain title of ‘/r. Smith.’ 
We feel oftentimes uncertain which ‘ Mr. Smith,’ is 
intended, and that we are therefore, each of us, in 
danger of appropriating to ourself complimentary 
remarks and praise designed for the other. This 
is embarrassing to natures as susceptible as ours, 
ind we naturally look about for a remedy. 


“Allow us to suggest to you the possibility of 
considering our Community as a little nation by it- 
self, and of returning to the old-time simple practice 
of using only one name for an individual. Suppose 
you should call one of us Way/and, and the other 
Edson, both in private and in public, and that too 
without any Mr. or other prefix? Is that idea ob- 
jectionable? If so and you think we should con- 
tinue the old name for any reason, how would it 
do to call us ‘ Wayland-Smith,’ and ‘ Edson-Smith,’ 
using them as compound words? We would be 
satisfied with either plan, but prefer the former. 

“ Respectfully submitted by 
j DEXTER Epson SMITR. 
FRANCIS WAYLAND SMITH.” 

OCCASIONALLY we get’ a glimpse behind the 
scenes of married life which reveals a state of 
suffering difficult to conceive. Of all the hearts 
that ache, none have greater cause than that of the 
ill-mated wife. Hers is a painful, ceaseless, help- 
less bondage; the “marriage yoke and galling 
chain” wear into her very, life, causing anguish 
unutterable. Existence is one eternal woe; death 
a welcome visitor. But here isa letter from one of 
the “bound” which portrays the picture vividly : 

“The CIRCULAR is my only real friend. If I 
were shut up in a dungeon alone with no loved 
ones, no sunshine, no food for the spirit I should 
be no more miserable than I am now. 

‘*] was married at seventeen ; it would be impossi- 
ble for two persons to be more unlike than my 
husband and myself. Of course the society that 
he likes and is willing that I should have, is any 
thing but pleasant to me. The wy Pog sy about 


this unhappy marriage to be thankful for is that it 
has given us no children. 
Here I am at forty, an o/d, old woman! gra 
hair, ill-health, broken-spirited, utterly miserable. 
Shut out from my friends, with a heart capable of 
the intensest friendship, the dearest social enjoy- 
ments; a mind striving for instruction; a spirit 
famishing for intellectual and moral joy and growth, 
that comes only from association. Books can not 
impart it; it is produced only from contact with 
minds superior to our own. I believe that the 
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mind, the heart and body, will become dwarfish, 
sickly and full of decay and death, without the mes- 
meric influence of congenial persons. You seem 
to be fighting against death. I am waiting for it, 
wishing for it, as my only way of escape. When 
it comes I shall welcome it as one who comes to 
unlock my prison doors. And all this wreck of 
mind, heart, and body, can be summed up in one 
word—MARRIAGE, a word which I have come to 
abhor, and despise. The drunkard, wallowing in the 
gutter, is no more forcible argument against the 
poison cup, than is my life against marriage. 

“T am sure I love and worship the Lord Jesus de- 
voutly; but I either have not enough of his spirit, 
or else I am-so constituted as to be miserable with- 
out the love and sympathy of congenial friends. 

“Tf those who ask to join you are as much alone 
as I am, I pity them (as only those can who suffer) 
even while I wonder how they can make so un- 
reasonable a request, as it would be at least for me. 
But if I were young and rich so that there would 
be some prospect of my being able to work and be 
of some benefit to the Community I should beg of 
you to let me come. But as it is, I could only re- 
ceive benefits, for which I have nothing to return. 
So all the good you can do me is to pray that I 
may die soon, and send me the CIRCULAR as long 
as I live.” 


Mr. D. M. K., who recently visited his parents 
in this State, brought home with him several relics 
of the past both serious and interesting, among 
which is a book two hundred and sixty-three years 
old. This quaint volume is “ bound all in leather,” 
and contains 779 pages. The title page announces 
the subject of the book in the following style: 

THE 
FOVNDATION OF 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
Gathered into sixe Principles. 


And it ts to be learned of ignorant people, that 
they mav be fit to heare Sermons with profit, and 
to receive the Lord’s Supper with comfort. 

PSAL. I19, 130. 

“ The entrance into thy words sheweth light, and 
giveth vnderstanding fo the simple.” 

An oval device underneath these lines with a fe- 
male figure in the center, and the Latin inscription 
under it: 

“ALMA MATER CANTABRIGIA” 
and around the circle the motto 
“HINC. LVCEM. ET. POCVLA. SACRA.” 


At the bottom of the page the information is 
given that the book is . 


“Printed at LONDON by Joun LEcartrt, Printer to 
the Vniuersitie of Cambridge. 
1612.” 





Then follow eight pages of questions and 


answers for the benefit of “ALL IGNORANT 
PEOPLE (¢hat desire to be instructed.” 


A diagram on page 2, gives a “ survey or table de- 
claring the order of the causes of Saluation and 
damnation,” etc., one chain of circles leading to 


God and Heaven, and the other to “ Death Eter- 
nall in Frell.” 


Over a hundred pages of solid fine type are de- 
voted to a description of the “order and the causes 
of Saluation and Damnation.” 

Several hundred pages are given to an elaborate 
“* EXPOSITION OF THE SYMBOLE or CREED of the 
Apostles, according to the tenour of the Scriptures, 
and the consent of Orthodox Fathers of the Church. 
Reviewed and corrected by William Perkins.” 

Forty-two different subjects are then taken in 
their order and discussed at great length. 

The remaining subjects are, “A REFORMED 
CATHOLIKE, or A DECLARATION showing how neere 
we may come to the present Church of Rome in 
sundry points of religion; and wherein we must 
forever depart from them,” 70 pages; “A DeE- 
CLARATION OF THE TRUE MANNER OF KNOWING 
Christ crucified,” to pages; “A GRAIN OF Mus- 
TARD SEED,” 8 pages; “THE TRUE GAINE MORE 
IN WORTH THAN ALL THE GOODS IN THE WORLD,” 
22 pages; “A WARNING AGAINST ¢he idolatries of 
the last times,” 44 pages ; “ A TREATISE OF GopD’s 





FREE GRACE aud man’s free-will,” 13 pages; “A 
TREATISE of Vocations,” 29 pages, and the end of 
the work. A bewildering “table of contents” fol- 
lows which is tiresome to look at. 

As arelic of history the book is a valuable ac- 
quisition; but we doubt if any one could muster 
courage to peruse its pages. The whole volume 
appears to us painfully dry and heavy; the chap- 
ters abound in long, solid paragraphs, frequent 
italics and copious references. But from it all we 
can form something of an idea of the severe men- 
tal labor performed by somebody over two centu- 
ries ago. 

A Mr. STEVENS who has been engaged almost 
all his life in successful codperative movements in 
England, called on us Tuesday. 1n the evening 
meeting, he told us something about the commu- 
nistic movement under Mother Girling, the failure 
of which was noticed in a late CIRCULAR. 

He said: “I first became acquainted with those 
people by attending their meetings, which they 
held inaroom in London. They first begau to 
collect there, around Mother Girling and held 
meetings, but subsequently thought best to go out 
into the country. They heard of a place near New 
Forest, in Hampshire Co., containing thirty acres 
of land, and on which wasa large house. Their num- 
bers increased rapidly, but they did not make good 
use of the capital they had, so as to make it return 
an income in any way. Once when on a visit to 
them I suggested that a good blacksmith’s-shop 
would be useful. Some of the men had been car- 
riage-makers and some of them shoemakers, but 
they undertook no such businesses. Then the 
money that was raised on the mortgage, about 
£1,000, they were living upon, and made no pre- 
parations to pay the mortgage when due. I think 
the, cause of their mismanagement was that they 
had put every thing into the hands of Mother Girl- 
ing, and she had no business faculty at all. I had 
known that, as I had had business transactions 
with her previously. 1 consider that almost the 
entire cause of their failure. 

“They were good, industrious, working people, 
and they could do a very great deal with the right 
spirit, which in my opinion is necessary to make a 
Community successful. They were honest, truthful, 
and truly religious people, willing to make any 
sacrifice, and I believe would have succeeded well 
if their business matters had been managed rightly. 


“They have nothing whatever to do with the 
Shakers. The people there gave them that name 
from the fact that in their religious exercises they 
danced a good deal and kissed one another ; and at 
the same time I can say that they are pure-minded 
and have pure motives.” 

W. A. H.—Will you give us some description of 
this Mother Girling ? 

Mr. Stevens.—She is somewhere about fifty or 
sixty years old, a thin, spare woman. 

W.—How did she become a leader of this move- 
ment ? 

Mr. Stevens.—\t was forced on hez, she told 
me. She was a religious woman for many years. 
She used to be a Methodist. She told me she was 
forced to go into this movement, by a spiritual im- 
pulse, though she resisted it for a long while. 

These Communists did not make a practice of 
kissing when the movement first began, but they 
professed to live out the precepts of the New Tes- 
tament to the letter, and there they read the pas- 
sage which speaks of the “holy kiss” and so on. 
Mother Girling said that unless they had sanctioned 
and contented themselves with these minor indul- 
gences, they would have fallen into something 
worse. They were overflowing’ with the spirit, and 
I have no doubt that they live pure lives. 

F. W. T—I understood from Mr. Stevens that 
they had some manifestations very nearly like 





those connected with modern Spiritualism, but 
they think these manifestations come directly from 
the Spirit of God. 

Mr. Stevens —This dancing and jumping is 
performed very gracefully. In their dancing they 
are quite unconscious—in a kind of trance, I sup- 
pose. Sometimes they sing the most splendid mu- 
sic that I ever heard. Generally, they dance about, 
sing and speak as though in a kind of religious 
trance. They have a praying gift. 

F. W. T.—I believe you said these persons 
would dance under this influence for hOW?S together, 

Mr. Stevens.—Yes; and I do not think it possi- 
ble for persons to dance as they did, in the 
natural state. I asked them if it did not weary 
them and unfit them for work the next day. They 
said not in the least; they felt better for it. Per- 
sons attending their meetings, with no intention of 
joining them, would fall down like a stone. One 
man acted just like a person dying, and some were 
concerned about him; but Mother Girling told 
them to let the man alone, he would come around. 
They say that it is the death of the animal nature, 
and that the seed of the new birth is then sown, 
and they come into a new life. 

F. B. H.—Did all her converts enter through 
that door? 

Mr. Stevens.—All, in some degree. 

F. B. H.—How long has Mother Girling been 
developing this sect ? 

Mr. Stevens.—Three or four years, perhaps. It 
began in the country. She was invited to London 
ly another party; but they did not agree very well 
and she started this by herself. There are about 
three hundred of them—two hundred in the Com- 
munity and one hundred out of it—in sympathy 
more or less. They meet twice a week. They 
sing very well. They have American Song Books 
Which contain very stirring songs. 

J. B: H.—Are they entirely dispersed? 

Mr. Stevens.—The last I heard of them, they 
were in a barn. A Mrs. Wood anda man by the 
name of James Hawse got acquainted with Elder 
Evans in London. and came back to America with 
him, with the intention of joining the Shakers if 
they liked them. Mrs. Wood did not like the 
Shakers at all, and left them. Meanwhile, she be- 
came acquainted with Mother Girling, and she and 
Mr. Hawse joined her, Mrs. Wood furnishing most 
of the capital. 
on Mother Girling, argued with her and tried to 
convert her; but she was too smart for him. He 
sent his gardener, who was of a very religious turn 
of mind, to talk with her; but be and his wife went 
over to her belief. So with the postman of the 
village. 

Her people are very affectionate, and much at- 
tached to her. Indeed, I never saw such demon- 
strations of affection. If she leaves them for a time. 
on her return they hang about her and seem to 
think as much of her as children do of a mother. 

¥. B. H.—\s there business talent among them ? 

Mr. Stevens.—Yes; 1 think so. 1 think there is 
plenty of business talent and experience among 
them ; but Mother Girling kept the money all in 
her hands, and she not being a business character, 
they failed. I am well acquainted with this Mrs. 
Wood who furnished the capital, and she ¢s indeed 
a lady in every sense; she has a good education 
and has traveled a great déal in different parts of 
Europe. 


SNATCHES FROM AN EVENING CONVERSATION. 


H.—The grace of God not only saves sick per- 
sons from death, but actually gives new life-force 
to the well, thus increasing their productiveness ; 
so that we find that persons under inspiration often 
accomplish easily work which one would suppose 
far beyond their natural power to perform. 


The Rector of the Parish called: 
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W.—I desire the kind of toughness which love 
of the truth gives. 

#H.—One thing that prevents the growth of this 
kind of hardiness is petting. 

S.—A man begins by petting himself, and then 
gets others to pet him, and surrounds himself with 
friends who cultivate effeminacy and weakness in 
his character. 

F.—After a while such a person becomes so 
delicate and Sensitive, that if he is brought into 
new circumstances he will be made miserable. 
There is a toughness that can not be got merely 
by rough-and-tumble exercise, and rude living. 
There is a toughness essential to comfort, that 
comes by our love for the truth, which precludes 
all petting. 

H.—In ordinary society there is no objection 
made to petting ; indeed, in almost every family it 
is considered one of the luxuries of home. If 
there are no children to pet, animals are sometimes 
substituted. I wish we could get a clear view of 
the terrible evils that attend this habit which we have 
seen is injurious and enervating to those who 
are petted. But the effect is equally as bad on 
those who pet; it is idolatry and carries with it the 
evils of heathenism, shutting God out of the heart. 

Mr. Noyes once remarked in talking on this 
subject that “The expression, making pets of one 
another and of ourselves, if well understood, will 
cover the whole ground of false affections. When 
a person becomes involved in false love, it is pettiny 
love; that is the true definition of it. It is a kind 
of love that can not bear to see any faults in its 
object—a love that hates criticism and causes 
persons to love one another more than they do the 
truth. Wherever there is love going that shelters a 
person from criticism it is petting love ; false love. : 
You may turn that definition either way, and you will 
find that true love and false love lie right there in 
that definition. True love is love of the truth; in 


loves to lay all things open and bare to the truth and 
walk in the light; counts it no privilege to have 
secrets and cover things up and get little crumbs 
of comfort in the dark; but false love is petting 
love. 


“Here are four forms of petting, and we shall 
probably all have to study one or ‘the other of 
them: petting one’s self, petting one’s children or 
relations, petting one’s sweetheart, and petting 
yne’s superiors. If we desire to escape trouble we 
must see that we abolish petting love; see that we 
Jayeno such false relations in which we get so 
close to somebody and so fond of somebody that 
we can not let criticism have its place and can not 
let in the light and the truth.” 


———————Z 


REVERIE. 





OWN here at Joppa this wintry weather, with 


** No cloud above, no earth below— 
A universe of sky and snow,”’ 


rusticating is a far different thing from what it is in 
summer. There is little now to attract the atten- 
tion outward. We no longer cross the deep, slow- 
flowing river to the music of rhythmic oars, but 
march in Indian file on the snow-covered ice, keep- 
ing near the shore lest a-sudden rift may precipitate 
us into the chilling § There is no sailing nor 
fishing, for the lake, is ice-bound from bay to 
bay. The fishing-rods hang idly on the wall, but in 
the afternoon, with our faces toward the setting 
sun—which seems nearer on this level expanse 
than among the hills and vales of home—we stroll 
out for half-a-mile to see what luck there is among 
the “tip-ups.” An occasional flock of wild ducks 
is seen, and now and then a shy squirrel scampers 
along a fallen tree; but the most sanguine Nimrod 
among us brings down nothing but a blue-jay, with 


j 





soft-tinted wings of lavender and white, with black 


lusterless bars. The wind whistles so drearily 
through the slender, leafless trees, and sweeps in 
such spasmodic gusts around the corners of the 
house that we offset the cheerless scene without by 
piling on the coals and making our nest as cosy 
as warmth can make it. We gather about the fire 
and chat for awhile and then by mutual consent 
subside into the silence of thought or reading. 


One turns a crisp page in the book of life when 
stepping suddenly from the busy routine of O. C., 
with its joys and sorrows and self-conquering strug- 
gles, into this quiet and desolate region. If you 
had a care at home, every thing here is so utterly 
different that it ceases for the time to trouble you. 
Did a cankering thought devour your happiness, 
your externals are here so changed, that you get re- 
lief whether you will or no. Thought inevitably 
drifts into a serious channel. as did my reverie. 


When the “Good Shepherd” gave to Peter the 
thrice-iterated command, “Feed my sheep,” the 
greatest need of the human race was emphasized 
with an indescribable pathos. In order that any 
thing may grow, it must have its appropriate 
nutriment. The farmer, profiting by the accumu- 
lated experience of ages, knows how to supply to his 
soil the various elements required by the crops he 
raises ; the student, to expand his brain, stores his 
mind with ancient and modern lore; in Political 
Economy we observe the effects of supply and 
demand on the interests of commerce; our bodies 
are dwarfed or developed in beauty in proportion. 
as they receive in correct quantities the essential 
elements of their composition; and thus all mate- 
rial things, in order, not only that they may increase, 
but that they may continue, demand the sustenance 
which God designed for them. 


But how is it with the soul? Is its organization 
so different from all else that it can grow upon 
nothing, or at best on the smallest allowances ? 
Hunger of the soul is certainly one of the sorest 
needs a man can know, and yet how little we do to 
appease its raging! The physiologist tells us that by 
continually diminishing the supplies of the stomach 
the size of that organ may be so much reduced that it 
can contain but a small part of the food it had been 
wont to consider a necessity. It is thus that the 
soul is starved on the meagerest driblets. The 
whole policy of the New Testament is to show the 
believer that he may profitably sacrifice this life to 
the next. “Flesh and blood can not inherit the 
Kingdom of God.” Of how much more account 
then is the soul than the body! And yet men, the 
world over, give to their bodies three meals each 
day, while the religious exercises of one day in the 
seven are considered sufficient for the requirements 
of the soul! No wonder He said, “Feed my 
sheep!” 

I have seen a woman of exquisite loveliness. 
Her eye, her lip and her every expression attracted 
to her side all who came within reach of her magnet- 
ism, and yet the soul within, like a caged bird, was 
beating its wings against its narrow surroundings 
and uttering ceaseless cries for the nutriment so 
cruelly denied. I have seen another on whom 
Nature had not bestowed her gifts so lavishly, and 
yet whom a rare w.sdom had led to give her most 
earnest endeavors to the nourishing of the soul. 
About her eye there was an effulgence, and over 
her whole countenance the radiance of a heart- 
breaking beauty as much finer than that of the 
first, as spirit is finer than matter. 


Here Millicent shuts her book with a snap and 
says it is bed-time. We open the door to take a 
peep at the night. The wind is hushed into a 
lullaby, the stars are shining weirdly through the 
trees, and the solemnity of the Infinite broods over 
all. Good night ! T. C. M. 








THE USE OF POISONS ON CROPS. 


Medical records have lately contained numerous in- 
stances of poisoning by mineral substances which had 
been used by farmers for the purpose of preventing the 
attacks of insects, or had formed a constituent of ma- 
nure. Paris green belongs to the former class, and sul- 
pho-cyanide of ammonium to the latter. Professor John 
Le Conte addressed the American Academy of Science, 
at its last meeting, on this subject. He says that the 
use of Paris green, which is a mixture of arsenite and 
acetate of copper, has increased so enormously that in 
one of the great agricultural centers of the West the 
druggists order it by the ton! Professor Le Conte’s 
object in introducing this subject was in part to criticise 
the inaction of the Agricultural Bureau in Washington 
in regard to the insects whose appearance in destructive 
numbers has driven the farmers to this dangerous action. 
“The ravages of the Colorado potato | eetle,”’ he said, 
“which has been the chief cause of the use of Paris 
green in agriculture, commenced in the West many 
years ago, and its extension at a regular rate was pre- 
dicted by entomologists. The prediction has been veri- 
fied almost to a year. Now it is within the power of the 
Government, through a properly organized scientific bu- 
reau, for the protection of agriculture, to have the sub- 
ject investigated by a commission, and recommend 
proper measures to be adopted. The use of metallic 
poisons would not be one of them, but human labor, 
properly compensated and intelligently employed, might 
have been one of the agents employed to avert a na- 
tional calamity such as has come upon us.” 

In one respect Professor Le Conte, and with him 
several of the most distinguished members of the 
Academy, placed himself upon ground which is per- 
baps of doubtful soundness. He thought that the con- 
tinual use of Paris green and other mineral poisons 
might so vitiate the soil as to prevent the growth of 
vegetation, and an instance was cited of a place in 
Massachusetts where the fumes of copper works 
have injured the surrounding forests and grass lands. 
This subject is not so new in Europe as it is here. 
There it has for centuries been the habit of furnace 
proprietors to compound in advance for the damage 
they expected to do to the neighboring farms. In one 
town, where two of the largest establishments in Europe 
are situated, the yearly payments tor this cause became 
so onerous that a distinguished professor of Bonn (Pro- 
fessor Freytag of the Agricultural Academy) was em- 
ployed to study the question. His report was entirely 
against the theory that the ground could be poisoned by 
the fumes of the works (though the smoke in this in- 
stance contained copper, sulphur, lead, zinc, arsenic, 
antimony, and other metals). He denied that plants 
could take up these poisons, and showed that healthy 
cattle were raised immediately around the works. 
Among several modes by which the plants in the neigh- 
borhood could be injured which he pointed out, one was 
by the condensation of acid vapors by rain, dew, etc., 
and the deposition of the acid liquor upon the plant, 
eating it and destroying its tissues. Another was the 
deposition of solid particles upon the plant, which might 
choke up its pores, and become still more injurious when 
rain or other moisture effected a partial solution of the 
substance, and caused the corrosion of the leaf. In both 
these cases the plant was not poisoned, but its nutritive 
parts were destroyed by the corrroding substances de- 
posited upon them. Animals eating of such fodder 
would fail to obtain sustenance, and if solid poisons re- 
mained on the leaf, they would be poisoned. But the 
grand conclusions to which he came were: 1, that a 
poisoning of the ground in such a way as to prevent the 
growth of plants, or to contaminate them with mineral 
poisons, is impossible; 2, that when poisoning does 
occur, it is by the direct deposition of the poisonous 
material upon the exterior of the plant, and is never ob- 
tained from the svil by the ordinary processes of 
growth ; 3, that general damages should never be paid, 
but each claim should be investigated If it is a field 
that has been wasted, the solid material will be found 
deposited upon the plants, or the field will show signs of 
blight, easily discernible by the eye; and in case of an 
animal, the interior membranes must exhibit the usual 
appearances which accompany the action of the sub- 
stance suspected. These views are in direct antago- 
nism to those advanced by Professor Le Conte and his 
fellow academicians.— Galaxy. 





Horace Greeley once said that whether woman was 
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equal to man or not depended on who the man was and 
who the woman was. 


THE NEWS. 





Wednesday, gold touched 1.154 the highest point 
reached since September, 1873. 


Sixty nations now use American kerosene. Germany 
takes the lead consuming 52,000,000 gallons per annum. 


Seals have appeared in New York Bay off Staten Is- 
land. Their appearance indicates an unusually severe 
winter, 


The Midland tax-exemption bill has been defeated by 
a majority of one. The vote was finally reconsidered 
and the bill laid on the table. 


Two hundred and four railroad passengers were kill- 
ed and nihe hundred and seventy-eight injured in this 
country last year, a decrease of one fourth over 1873. 


The wages of the employés of the New York Central 
Railroad have been reduced about ten per cent. The 
men submitted quietly and no strike is anticipated. 


A Collector of Taxes seized two trains on the Mid- 
land R. R. at Delhi, last week, turned the passengers 
out into the snow, and took possession of the private 
freight. 


The death of the Emperor of China is confirmed. 
The Empress, overcome with grief, committed suicide. 
A three-year old son of the seventh Prince is the new 
Emperor. 


On the 2oth of January the Cuban insurgents made a 
successful assault on the settlement of Giborn. The 
fort and all its contents were destroyed and many build- 
ings burned. 


Reorganization of the New York Custom House has 
been agreed on, and will go into effect February Ist. 
The new system will dispense with the services of 220 
employés and reduce the expenses of the Custom 
House about $250,000 a year. 


In New York there are 470 churches and chapels, 
and 8,440 dram shops. ‘There is a house of worship for 
évery 2,000 persons, most of them open only one day 
in the week ; and adram shop for every 112 persons, 
open every day and sometimes all night. 


A prayer-meeting lasting continuously from 9 o’clock 

A. M., till 4 o’clock P. M. was recently held on a secu- 

lar day in the Hall of the Methodist-Block, Chicago. 

. The attendance was very large, especially of business 

men, the numbef of persons present at times being as 
mahy aS 3,000. F 


Decrees have been issued permitting the Spanish 
press to discuss the acts ofthe Ministry, but forbidding 
attacks on royalty and religion, and forbidding the pub- 
lication of intelligence which may be serviceable to the 
Carlists. Newspapers that “have been visited with the 
penalty of suspension. three times, will be wholly sup- 
pressed for the fourth offenée. 


American observers of the transit of Venus in Tas- 
mania, though not entirely sugcessful, obtained some 
good results. In New Zealand. they were more for- 
tunate than other nations, and the psincipal dependence 
of American calétiigtions so faf* as sotthern stations are 
concerned, will be based-upon them, unless more favor- 
able results are received ‘from Chatham Island and Ker- 
guelen than are expected. aa , 


The principal feature of the pasf‘week in the Tilton- 
Beecher suit, was the decision of Judge Neilson, 
deciaring Tilton admissible as a-witness and entitled to 
testify in his ayn behalf, but- that he could not testify 
as to confidential communications, - Tilton gave his an- 
swers to the. questions of the counsel calmly and de- 
liberately, and did not seem at all disturbed by the pecu- 
liar position in which he was placed..“, 


At Paisley, Scotland, a working-men’s club has solved a 
vexed question. The members have resolved to confine 
the number of children in each family to two, on the 
ground that such a measure would “tend ultimately to 
create scarcity in the labor market, and consequently 
benefit the workingmen.”” It is evident that infanticide 
is not confined to India. 





THE VOLUME OF > 


HOME-TALKS, 


BY JOHN HUMPHREY NOYES, 


OW IN PRESS, contains the 
current ideas of the Oneida 
Community on a great variety of sub- 
jects. In about one hundred short 
discourses, it gives, in familiar lan- 
guage with homely illustration, a clear 
exhibition of the practical religious 
beliefs which have made the Commu- 
nity what it is. 


What Oneida Community thinks of 
THE BIBLE 


is clearly shown in three short and 
pointed Talks, entitled: 


The Bible a Live Book, 
The Imperfections of the Bible, 
The Bible of the Future. 


MISCELLANEOUS TALKS: 


Two Certainties, 
Our Party, 
Where is God, 
Woman's Power, 
Healthy Appetites, 
The Great Hope, 


Limits of the Knowable, 
A Whole Man, 
Realism of Christianity, 
God’s Contentment, 
Reverence and Love, 
Lhe Supreme Lesson, ete. 


The book—a 12mo. of some 330 pages—will 
be neatly printed on tinted paper from new and 
full-faced type, and will contain a steel engraving 


of Mr. Noyes by J. C. Buttre of New York. 
Bound in cloth. Price $1.75. 


Sent by mail, post-paid on receipt of price. 
Address, 
Oneida Circular, Oneida, N. Y. 


A ROMANCE OF WAR. 


An officer of the First Empire, aged seventy- 
eight, who has for forty-one years been living on 
the modest pension of 80o0fr. a year, having been 
compelled the other day to enter the Hépital 
Necker, was discovered to be a lady. Her name 
is De Senkeisen, and the secret being out, she 
readily related her history. Her grandfather, the 
Baron von Senkeisen, eommanded a corps d’ armée 
in the Bavarian army, Bavaria being then in alliance 
with France. She was then fourteen years old 
when her father, Colonel von Senkeisen, died, and 
her grandfather, from some inexplicable. caprice, 
compelled her to enter-one of the regiments of his 
division; she served’ in Germany and in Spain, 
and at Waterloo ‘feceived two somewhat severe 
wounds. She became aftérwards an officer of the 
second class in the administration of the hospitals, 
but in 1830 re-entered upon active service, and 
went to Algeria. In 1833 she became a naturalised 
Frenchman, and obtained a retiring pension. She 
had congratulatory letters from Marshals Ber- 
their, ugerier, and Suchet. and*from General 
Dupon, testifying to her bravery and good services. 
Her voice'aiid countenance are quite of the manly 
type. She received the medal of St. Helena during 
the Second Empire.—London Weekly Times. 











ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENCE. 





F. B. Y., Ohio.—The questions you ask are thoroughly discussed 
by J. H. N.in the articles on Baptism and The New Covenant, pub- 
lished in the Berean many years ago. The Berean is out of print, 
but if you desire it we can lend you a copy for a short time. 


G. #. V. D., Mich.—Nordhoff’s statement about the contemplat- 
ed new branch society, was one of the very few inaccuracies in his 
account of us. We have no intention of starting another family at 
present. In regard to joining us, we are obliged to refer you to the 
** Notice to Applicants’’ in the CrrcuLar. We should be pleased 
to receive a cal] from you next summer. 


£. B. B., Mo.—The $5.00 sent to W. H. W. was received. We 
will answer your last letter more fully another time. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS. 





SILK GOODS 


Machine Twist .and Sewing Silk of their own manufacture for 
sale by the Oneida Community. 


Also Machines for Measuring the length and Testing the strength 
of Manufactured Silks. 





PRESERVED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 


Put up for sale by the Oneida Community in tin and glass. Prices 
ist sent on application. 





STEEL TRAPS. 


Eight sizes and kinds, suitable for the House Rat, Muskrat, Mink, 
Marten, Fisher, Fox, Otter, Beaver, the Black and Grizzly Bears, 
are made by t!ie Oneida Community. 


Descriptive price-list sent on 
application. 





For any of the above articles, 
Address, Onxeipa Community, Oneida, N. Y. 





THE WALLINGFORD PRINTING COMPANY. 
All kinds of Book and Job Printing executed ; Manufacturers’ 
Illustrated Catalogues made a speciality; also Bronze and Color 
Work, and the finer kinds of Card, Circular and Biil-head Printing. 
Having enlarged its works and added new motive power, this Com- 
pany is in condition to meet the wants of its patrons with prompt- 
ness and accuracy. 


P. O. Address, Walling ford, Conn. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


(Sent from the Office of the ONEIDA Circular by mail, post-paid, 
on receipt of price.) 
History of American Socialisms. By Fohn Hum- 
phrey Noyes. 678 pp. 8vo. J. B, Lippincott & Co., Philadel- 
phia. London, Trubner & Co. Price, $3.00. 


The Trapper’s Guide; a Manual of Instructions 
for Capturing Fur-bearing Animas. By S. Newhouse. Third 
edition: with New Narratives and I!ustrations. 215 pp. &vo. 
Price, bound in cloth, $1 so. 

Salvation from Sin, the E-nd of Christian Faith, 
an 8vo. Jpamphlet of 48 pages. Ry John Humphrey Noyes 
Price 25 cents per single copy, or $2.00 per dozen. 

Dixon and His Copyists ; a Criticism of the Ac- 
counts of the Oneida Community in ‘‘ New America,’ Spiritual 


Wives,”” and kindred publications. By John Humphrey Noyes. 
« Price 25 cents. 


Scientific Propagation. By Fohn Humphrey Noyes. 


An 8vo. pamphlet of 32 pages. Price 25 cents. 


Male Continence. By Fohn Humphrey Noyes. 


i. * Amn 8vo. pamphlet of 24 pages. Price 25 cents. 


Hand-Bogk of the Oneida Community »° @ontain- 
ing a Brief Sketch ‘of its Present Condition, Internal Economy 
and Leading Principles. Price 25 cents. 


The five pamphlets—‘‘Salvation from Sin,’’ ‘*Dixon and his 
Copyists,”” ** Hand-Book of the Oneida Community,’’s ** Scientific 
Propagation,’’ and ‘‘ Male Continence,*’ wi!] be sent to.a single ad- 
dress on the receipt of $1.00. . 


Oneida Community Cooking, or a Dinner witout 


Meat. By Harriet H. Skinner. Price 25 cents. 


Back Volumes of the Circular, unbound. Price 
$2.00 per vclume. j 


Messrs. TruBNER & Company, Book-sellers, Ludgate Hilf, 
London, have the ‘* History of American Socialisms,’’ the ‘*‘Trap- 
per's Guide,”’ and the ‘** Hand-Book of the O. C.,” forsale, ‘They 
will receive subscriptions for our other publications. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 


; OF the Oneida Community Buildings.and Grounds, made by a first- 


class artist and finely mounted, can be had on application at the 
Office of the OnzIDA Crrtucar. 
Also Photographs of J. H. Noyes. Price 25 cents. 








RECEIPTS DURING THE MONTH OF $A NUARY. 





CONTENTS. NO. 5. 


The Inner Sun 4t_ Home Items 45 
Individual Movements 4 T Reverie 4 
A Secret 


42_ The Use of Poison on Crops > 4 
42.. The News 48 
43 Volume of Home-Talks [48 

A Romance of War 48 
44 Answers to Correspondence 48 


Cousinly Correspondence 

The Oneida Community 

The Extremist and the Igno- 
ramus 
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